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Ensham vows no open cut mining

on Nogoa River central floodplain

AgForce welcomes revised plan to reduce
impacts on health of river ecosystem

Bv DI STANLEY

THE Nogoa River floodplain will
be preserved from future mining
impacts by Ensham Resources as
it moves into the approval stages
of taking its coal operation un-
derground.

A supplementary report to the
2007 Environmental Impact State-
ment has been submitted to the
Queensland Government out-
lining a revised mining methodol
ogy for the Ensham Central Pro-
ject.

Ensham chief executive officer
Peter Westerhuis said the report
was the result of a trifecta of
learning at senior management
level taking in market conditions,
lessons from the 2008 flooding
event and community feedback.

“The key change to the plan is
our decision not to access the coal
beneath the central floodplain
north of the Nogoa River through
open cut mining,” he told the
Central Queensland News.

“The decision results in a reduc-
tion in the total area of open cut
mining of 830 hectares compared
to the original proposal.

“Access the coal resource in this
area by using underground min-
ing techniques will avoid dis-
turbance in the anabranch of the

Nogoa River and avoids the need
to construct an additional 12 kilo-
metres of levee banks.”

Mr Westerhuis said after 15
years of open cut operations, bord
and pillar and longwall mining
methods would be utilised for the
next phase of Ensham’s mine life,
which would “significantly reduce
the environmental impact of our
planned development”.

Independent investigations
contained in the supplementary
report included studies into the
effect of the mine’s operation on
the form and function of the flood-
plain, groundwater impacts and
air quality, he added.

“Our revised methodology has
positive implications for the local
community,” Mr Westerhuis said.

“It means we will help secure
the long-term future of around
3000 direct and indirect jobs and
supports ongoing investment in
the region.”

A brochure being sent to lan-
downers and stakeholders in the
Emerald region describes the
supplementary report as demon-
strating the revised mining meth-
odologies will have a lower envi-
ronmental impact compared to the
mining methods proposed in the
original EIS.
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AgForce vice-president Ian
Burnett yesterday welcomed En-
sham’s change of heart.

“From our point of view, any
change in plans that is going to
reduce the impacts on the flood-
plain, we see as a favourable
move,” said Mr Burnett.

“With the original Ensham
Central Project, there were propo-
sals to interfere with the ana-
branch of the Nogoa River and
have additional levee banks, so by
doing this revised plan, the poten-
tial changes on the floodplain are
minimised.

“This certainly is a responsible
action from the mining company,
and welcomed by the farming
sector.

“Landholders and our members
are still concerned with develop-
ments on the floodplain, existing
and proposed, which could have
potential impacts.”

The report will be on public
display for 20 business days. Co-
pies are at the DERM Emerald
office and will also be available on
the Ensham website.

Mr Westerhuis said stakehol-
ders are encouraged to make sub-
missions.
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